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Newsletter #160: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello everyone! I’ve just finished a busy week of viewing at Kiinker over the last four 
days. By the way, the above photos are of lot 2368 in Kiinker (the gold medal of 
honor). I have the honor of being the only American to view the auction in Osnabriick. I 
don’t relish that distinction because it is making Fall auction viewing very sad. After a 
call with a friend also involved in numismatics, we realized that there are some 
fantastic auctions on the horizon. The only tragedy is that most people will have to buy 
sight unseen. Luckily photo quality is typically impeccable and many auction houses are 
rising to the occasion and making high quality photos and even videos available. My 
piece of advice is to make sure that the coins you are interested in don’t have any 
lurking issues that are not described in the catalog. I’ve tried to tell all the auction 
houses that they should do their due diligence in describing faults with the coins. If you 
are buying a big ticket item you simply don’t want to be disappointed once you receive 
the coin if there is something discovered unexpectedly. I think most firms want to 
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please the customer so they will do what they can to make it right but careful planning 
usually will do the trick! 

Next week I am visiting London to view the NAC and Roma auctions. I’m very excited to 
see the coins. Both sales are just fantastic. Many of you have already received links to 
the catalogs from me. I’ve received hard copies of the NAC catalog now at my home. 
Please get in touch if you would like one. Also, please let me know if you want me to 
view specific coins for you. I plan to view all coins but it never hurts to know specific 
coins of interest. 


CNG115 (16 Sept 2020) 

CNG is holding their 115th mail bid sale on Sept 16 with 1,234 lots. There are 419 Greek 
coins, 84 Roman Republican, 242 Roman provincial and imperial, 57 Byzantine and 432 
world and antiquities. The CNG mail bid sales are a step up in quality from their bi¬ 
monthly e-auctions. This auction is no different. There are several coins with 
impressive pedigrees being offered. Lot 9 is a twelfth stater of Alexander the Molussian, 
who was King of Epeiros from 350-330 BC. This coin boasts a pedigree from the Hunt 
collection sold in 1990. Lot 49 is an ex Metropolitan Museum of Art deaccession from 
the John Ward collection. There are two dekadrachms from Syracuse on offer, both 
being reasonably estimated. Lot 57 is a pristine tetradrachm from Syracuse with a lovely 
rendition of Arethusa with flowing hair. CNG calls it “among the finest known”. I’m not 
sure if I agree with that extreme view but it definitely is a beauty. I noticed several 
attractive Greek bronzes from the Martinez collection. They are throughout the Greek 
section. Lot 130 is such an interesting type from the early Athenian coinage. It shows the 
rear and hind legs of a horse. I wonder what the thought was behind such a die? The 
coin also has a Naville pedigree back to 1923. Lot 215 is an electrum trite of Phanes. 
Phanes is the first known “person” to have their name on a coin. The coins of Phanes 
come in several denominations but the staters and trites have the writing on the coin 
that shows ownership of a person named Phanes. Who Phanes was is a mystery. Lot 398 
is an excessively rare Bactrian tetradrachm from Pantaleon Soter. Lot 427 is an 
interesting bronze of the Roman empress Julia Maesa with a zodiac reverse. Coins 
showing the zodiac are highly desirable and difficult to obtain. Lot 481 is a wonderfully 
struck coin from Hadrian’s Alexandrian mint. Lot 635 is a beautiful sestertius of 
Vitellius with a pedigree back to a Sotheby’s 1906 auction. Lot 717 is a very rare coin 
from the usurper Martinian. The Byzantine section has several lots from the recently 
deceased Simon Bendall. Lot 861 is a choice bracteate with a beautiful eagle incuse. Lot 
867 is a Zodiac rupee from the Mughal Empire showing the constellation Leo. There is a 
great section of Anglo-Saxon coinage. Lot 1029 is a portrait coin of Alfred the Great 
from the London mint. There are many more fantastic pieces. I am live bidding in this 
auction so please reach out soon if you need my help. 


Kiinker 339-341 (28 Sept - 2 Oct) 

I just finished viewing these three auction catalogs in Osnabriick. There are over 4,400 
lots in these catalogs. I mentioned this auction in my last newsletter so I won’t go into 
great detail this time. The beginning of the catalog has a lovely collection of Carolingian 
coins. There is also the second portion of the Samel collection of Judaean coinage. 
Probably one of my favorite pieces in the entire sale is lot 2368, a US Congressional Gold 
Medal. This was awarded to Alexander Macomb (1782-1841) for his achievements in the 
battle of Plattsburgh in 1814. Macomb was able to overcome over 10,000 British 
invaders during the War of 1812 with his army of less than 1,500 men. Macomb 


https://mailchi.mp/c 0811500 c 931 /whats-new-at-shanna-schmidt-numismatics-inc- 1553966 ... 9 / 12/2020 



What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Page 3 of 6 


strategically helped contribute to the finalization of the war and the future 
independence from Great Britain. The medal was passed down to Macomb’s 
granddaughter, Susan Watts Macomb (1849-1928). Macomb married into the family of 
Frederic Sear I. Grand d’Hauteville. Since her death the medal continued to be passed 
through the family until it is now being offered for sale. It is a real treasure of 
Americana and comes with the surviving letter from the Secretary of War, Alexander 
Dallas (1759-1817) congratulating Macomb on his honor. The original stand is also 
included with the medal. I am participating in this auction so please reach out if you 
need my help. 


NAC 119 and 120 (6-7 October) 

NAC has an impeccable auction on October 6-7. There are two catalogs. The first is 
focussed on Roman gold and is a cooperation between Jesus Vico out of Spain and NAC. 

It is a beautiful collection of high quality, nicely pedigreed pieces. The second catalog is 
filled with some of the most iconic Greek coins ever known. Lot 247 is one of my most 
favorite types in the Greek series. This coin from Akragas has imagery that shows the 
artistic genius of the die engravers of the time. A beautiful wild, running quadriga with a 
flying Nike overhead, below is a scylla. The reverse shows two eagles one with his head 
back calling into the wind. They both hold a dead hare in their talons. It is a remarkable 
work of art. The pedigree is equally wonderful. It was part of the Gilet collection (also 
known as Kunstfreund) and goes back to a Hamburger 1894 auction. Lot 272 is a near 
perfect reverse of a Syracuse tetradrachm. Lot 278 is another outstanding tetradrachm 
of Syracuse with wonderful imagery. Lot 293 is a dekadrachm of Syracuse, Euanetos 
type, with no die rust on the obverse. Lot 646 is the eponymous Ides of March with one 
of the main murderers of Julius Caesar, Brutus on the obverse. The reverse shows the 
liberty cap with two daggers on each side, a reference to the death of the ruler. Lot 653 
shows a near perfect example of Ahenobarbus. This coin was owned by the now 
deceased collector Rick Witschonke. I love lot 698, a wonderful provincial bronze of 
Tiberius from the Punic city of Sabratha Syrticae. Lot 712 is a tessera from the time of 
Augustus to Claudius which has a facing winged head of Medusa on the obverse. The 
pedigree goes back to 1922. Lot 893 is a rare solidus of Johannes with a pedigree back to 
1906. There are so many others to describe. Take a look at the catalog if you haven't yet. 
I'll be participating in this auction so please let me know any lots of interest. 


Roma XX (29 and 30 October) 

Roma is conducting two fantastic sales at the end of October. Similar to NAC, there are 
some pieces that are rarely offered and most in steller condition. I am fortunate enough 
to be able to view this auction next week so I will be offering customers my notes after 
next week. A few of the highlights include: Lot 59: A facing head of Apollo on a 
tetradrachm from Katane. This coin has nearly perfect surfaces and a beautiful patina. 
Lot(s) 65, 66 and 68: Three tetradrachm of Naxos. One of the most sought after in the 
Greek series. They show a bearded head of Dionysus on the obverse and a seated satyr 
on the reverse. Lot 78: A rarely offered tetradrachm of Syracuse from the artist 
Parmenides. The style of Arethusa on the reverse is much different than what is 
normally seen. Lot 79: A dekadrachm of Syracuse with near perfect surfaces and without 
the usual obverse die rust. Lot 229: A crisp and beautifully struck stater of Pergamon 
with Herakles on the obverse and Pallas Athena on the reverse. A small group of these 
were on the market in 2007 and now have been mostly absorbed. This piece is in 
pristine condition and is reasonably estimated compared to hammer prices back then. 
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Lot 286: An extremely rare tetradrachm of Ariarathes IX, the Cappadocian King from 
the first century. This coin has an illustrious pedigree dating back to the 1905 
Rhousopoulos Collection (Hirsch XIII, 15 May 1905, lot 4417). Lot 463: A gold aureus of 
Q. Servilius Caepio (M. Junius) Brutus, otherwise known as the Eid Mar. The Eid Mar is 
typically known only from its silver version. This is the third known aureus, the other 
two are in institutions, the British Museum and the Deutsche Bundesbank Collection. 
Unfortunately for the purists, this coin has been encapsulated by NGC. I understand 
Roma’s doing this though as a coin of this rarity certainly should be investigated by as 
many eyes as possible. The NGC grading and encapsulation will also help provide some 
additional customers from the U.S. market that feel more comfortable buying slabbed 
coins. I expect there to be a lot of competition on that piece and it wouldn’t surprise me 
if it hammered for well over 1 million GBP. 


Coin of the Week 
THRACE, Thasos. c. 404 BC 

AR Diobol, l. 53 g (14mm, I2h). Janus head of bearded Silenus / © - A - £ to each side of 
amphorae; all within square incuse. 

Pedigree: Purchased from NomosAG in January, 1973 

Price: $2,300 

References: Le Rider (Thasiennes) 25; Dewing 1328; BMC p. 22 1, 52; SNG Cop. 1027 

Grade: Small area of horn silver on leftside of obverse infield. A few minor irregularities in 
the flan (in the form of indentations) on the obverse at 4/1 and reverse on amphorae, 
otherwise, an extremely rare type and in very good condition. aEF 

gkni 5 
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According to myth . Midas found the wandering Silenus, the satyr and companion of the 
god Dionysus . For his kind treatment of Silenus, Midas was rewarded by Dionysus with 
a wish. The king wished that all he touched might turn to gold , but when his food 
became gold and he nearly starved to death as a result, he realized his error. Dionysus 
then granted him release by having him bathe in the Pactolus River (near Sardis in 
modern Turkey), an action to which the presence of alluvial gold in that stream is 
attributed. 

This coin was struck around the end of the Peloponnesian War, and at a time when the 
Spartan general Lysander seized the island. Prior to that Thasos had seceded from the 
Delian League over a dispute concerning its gold mines. 

Despite the fact that this coin is struck in silver, its connection with Silenus and gold is 
evident with the mythical creature on the obverse of this coin. 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/greek-coins/gkiii5?rq=gkill5 

If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 


Copyright © 2020 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
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